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ABIDING WITH GOD. 



The words of the Lord are tried. Not one 
is written in vain, and in the inexhaustible 
treasury of truth we find passages suited 
to every case — lessons pregnant with warn- 
ing, instruction, guidance, encouragement, 
and comfort. Other words may deceive 
us, these never can. The Psalmist found 
them, as every child of God finds them to 
be, perfect, sure, right, and pure — true 
and righteous altogether. (Ps. xix. 7-9.) 

" To the law,'* then, " and to the testi- 
mony '* it is our privilege to come for coun- 
sel at all times, and under all circumstances, 
for 



tt 



It is the one true light, 

Which when all other lamps grow dim 
Will never bum less purely bright. 

Or lead astray from Him." 



4 ABIDING WITH GOD. 

The Lord has appointed to each of His 
children upon earth work to do for Him, 
and special duties to fulfil in the diflferent 
stations in which He has placed them. 
" Let every man abide in the same calling 
wherein he was called. Art thou called 
being a servant? care not for it; but if 
thou mayest be made free, use it rather. 
For he that is called in the Lord, being a 
servant, is the Lord's free man: likewise 
also he that is called, being free, is Christ's 
servant. Ye are bought with a price ; be 
not ye the servants of men. Brethren, let 
every man, wherein he is called, therein abide 
with God." (1 Cor. vii 20-24.) Whatever, 
then, be the calling, the one matter of 
moment is, " therein to abide with God" 

" Abide with me from mom till eve. 
For without Thee I camiot live ; 
Abide with me when death is nigh. 
For without Thee I dare not die." 

"The secret of the Lord is with them 
that fear him, and he wiU shew them his 
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covenant." (Ps. xxv. 14.) And this secret 
is only revealed to those who abide in Him. 
The reason why there is often discontent 
and dissatisfaction as to their calling, even 
amongst the Lord's professing people^ is, 
because there is so much walking before 
men, instead of before the Lord. " Walk 
before me/* was the word addreased to 
Abraham, and it is before our God that 
we are to " serve without fear, in holiness 
and righteousness, all the days of our life." 
(Luke i. 74, 75.) 

The effect of abiding in Jesus is walking 
before the Lord, " Abide in me, and I in 
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself, except it abide in the vine ; no more 
can ye, except ye abide in me. If ye abide 
in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall 
ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto 
you. Herein is my Father glorified, that 
ye bear much fruit ; so shall ye be my dis- 
ciples." (John XV. 4, 7, 8.) And again, 
the same apostle writes, " He that saith he 

a2 



6 ABIDING WITH GOD. 

abideffi in him^ ought himself also so to 
walk, even as he walked" (1 John ii. 6.) 

Every member of the redeemed family is 
a servant of Christ, and the path of each 
servant is appointed by the Lord. There 
is no chance in any of His arrangements, 
and, oh, what rest have many of His weary 
and heavy-laden ones fomid in the remem- 
brance, " ye were appointed therennto/' 

All, then, have work to do for theur 
heavenly Master — all have talents where- 
with to trade for Him. To all the com- 
mand is alike addressed, "Occupy till I 
come.'' Oh that the Lord's people abode 
more constantly with Him, and then served 
as Nehemiah and his companions did! 
" Every one with one of his hands wrought 
in the work, and with the other hand held 
a weapon. For the builders, every one 
had his sword girded by his side, and so 
buflded." (Neh. iv. 17, 18.) The beUever's 
weapon is " the sword of the Spirit, which 
is the word of God." (Eph. vL 17.) 
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Yet while it is true that all the children 
of God are servants, there is one class 
amongst them who, while owning the same 
Master in heaven, are, as to their worldly 
calling, the servante o^ men ; and some of 
the most precious passages in the Word of 
Gk>d are specially addressed to them. 

** Servants, be obedient to them that are 
your masters according to the flesh, with 
fear and trembling, in singleness of your 
hearty as unto Christ ; not with eye-service, 
as men-pleasers ; but as the servants of 
Christ, doing the will of (rod from the 
heart ; with good will doing service, as to 
the Lord, and not to men : knowing, that 
whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the 
same shall he receive of the Lord, whether 
he be bond or free." (Eph. vi 5-8.) 

Again — " Exhort servants to be obedient 
unto their own masters, and to please them 
well in all things; not answering again; 
not purloining, but shewing all good fide- 
lity; that they may adorn the doctrine of 
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Gk)d our Saviour in all things." (Titus ii. 
9,10.) 

And once more — " Servants, be subject 
to your masters with all fear ; not only to 
the good and gentle, but also to the froward. 
For this is thankworthy, if a man for con- 
science toward Ood endure grief, suffering, 
wrongfully. For what glory is it, if, when 
ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take 
it patiently ? but if, when ye do well, and 
suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is 
acceptable with God. For even hereunto 
were ye called : because Christ also suffered 
for us, leaving us an example, that ye should 
follow his steps.'* (1 Pet. u. 18-21.) 

One object in the publication of this 
little book is, to encourage all those who 
occupy the honourable position of Christiau . 
servants, to do all " with singleness of heart, 
as unto the Lord,"' and to remember that 
their calling being to serve, their duty and 
their privilege is to abide in it, and with 
the Lord. 
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Little is known of the early life of her 
of whom this brief memoir treats, but the 
writer is induced to gather together a few 
particulars of her last years of suflTering 
upon earth, to record the grace which so 
signally reigned in her, to the praise of Him 
who made her so eminently what she was, 
" an example to the believers, in word, in 
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, 
in purity." (1 Tim. iv. 12.) To the chil- 
dren of affliction especially, it may prove a 
source of comfort, in shewing how strength 
was made perfect in weakness, and how 
"the worm was permitted to thresh the 
mountain, and the bruised reed to be more 
than conqueror, through Him who had 
loved her." 

Anne Murray was left an orphan at an 
early age, but was indebted to kind friends 
for a good education, to which she often 
reverted with a grateful heart. While quite 
a girl she entered into service, and married 
while still very young. Up to this period, 



10 ABIDING WITH GOD. 

and for a short time subsequent to her 
marriage, she was a stranger to God — 
heedless and careless as regarded eternal 
things, she lived "having no hope, and 
without God in the world.'' (EpL il 1 2.) 
Her union was not a happy one, and this, 
and the removal of two dear infants, were 
the means of convincing her of her need 
of a hope beyond a poor, perishing world. 
Earthly gourds were suffered to wither and 
die, that she might find a rest in Him who 
ever liveth, in whom there is no change, 
"no variableness, nor shadow of turning.^ 
(James i 17.) She often spoke of the 
agony of mind with which she saw her 
second child pass away into eternity, the 
rebellion of her will, the hard thoughts of 
God in which she indulged. Meeting with 
no sympathy from her husband, this infant 
had been entwined around her heart ; and 
when it was removed she felt stunned, 
desolate, and without hope. 

A good old woman, poor in this world's 
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goods, but rich in faith^ knoi^ing of her 
bereavement, sought her out, and spoke to 
her of a rest for the weary— of a veiy pre- 
sent help in the time of trouble — of Him 
who came to receive gifts for the rebellious, 
and who could cause even her ** to rejoice 
from her sorrow/' (Jer. x2cxl 13.) She 
listened with astonishment. It was a mes- 
sage from the Holy Spirit to her soul ; and 
though it was some time ere she laid down 
the weapons of her rebellion, and received 
the glorious gospel of the blessed God in 
its beautiful simplicity, and adaptation to 
her every want; still, it was through the 
instrumentality of this humble believer in 
Jesus that she was led to rest all her hope 
for time and eternity upon Him ; and to 
** receive the end of her faith, even the sal- 
vation of her soul." (1 Pet L 9.) 

Her earthly path still continued to be a 
rugged one ; but she now trod it leaning 
upon the Beloved of her soul. Her hus- 
band's heart remained unchaaged; and^ 
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after a lengthened illness, he died as he 
had lived, a stranger to God. The change 
in his wife had been marked indeed. Her 
proud and naturally violent temper had 
become gentle and forbearing, and he could 
never understand how she could, with un- 
wearied tenderness and care, repay him 
good for evil, as she watched over and 
nursed him till he died. With agony of 
soul she had pleaded for his salvation ; and 
when all was over, her cup of sorrow was 
filled to ovefflowing, for it was without 
hope. But she was dumb, and laid her 
burden upon Him, at whose feet she loved 
to sit, and drink in the words of eternal 
life. 

Anne Murray, after her husband's death, 
again went to service. And how differently 
did she now go about her dafly work! No 
longer an eye-servant, she did " the will of 
God from the heart," and the most menial 
employment became a sanctified one, because 
she now " served the Lord Christ.'* She fre- 
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quently referred to this period of her life, 
and spoke of the sweetness of doing all as 
unto Him to whom she owed her all ; and 
often have I wished that many in her own 
station in life could have listened to her 
experience on this subject Not a few have 
received from her lips words of solemn 
warning and encouragement, and it may be 
that fruit will be found in eternity, from 
H>e seeds which aus dear child of (^ was 
permitted to sow on earth. 

Anne's health, which had for some time 
been breaking up, at last became so seriously 
affected, that she was obliged to go to the 
Infirmary, where she was an inmate for some 
time ; and left it apparently greatly better. 
Benewed exertion, however, brought back 
her former symptoms ; and she was reluc- 
tantly compelled to relinquish her situation, 
and return to the Infirmary. She ever re- 
tained a most grateful sense of the kindness 
of her master and mistress during this time 
of trial — ^kindness continued until her death. 

B 
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She loved to remember them before Him 
to ^om ^'all hearts are open, all desires 
known.^' ^'Oh/' she woidd often exclaiin, 
*' that my dear master and mistress knew 
the Lord I " 

for many months she was under medical 
treatment, and passed through great saS^^ 
ing. More than once she was brought to 
the ^v^eiy brink of the grave, and lierself 
thought she was passing through the dark 
valley ; but it was lightened by the presence 
of Him who had taken away the sting from 
deatli. 

8he lay on ber sick-bed, a witness fi»r 
her Saviour, and I have heard from the lips 
of some who occupied the same ward, 
precious tesiimonies to the consistency 
which all reapedted, while some hated the 
restraint it imposed. Her kind and faith- 
ful r^MTOof — ^her tender sympathy — ^her love 
to tiie Saviour, and for souls, are not for- 
gotten — and there was one who ever spoke 
of her wiih an oveadowing beaoi;, andwho. 
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there is good reason to beGeve, was led to 
the foot of the cross, mainly through Anne 
Murray's instrumentality. Many an ear- 
nest conversation they had together, regard- 
ing the things which concerned their ever- 
lasting peace, and now both, we trust, are 
rejoicing together, "absent from the body^ 
and present with the Lord." 

In October 1850, the subject of this 
nairative was dismissed from the Infirmary,, 
incurable, from disease of the heart Be- 
fore leaving it, on raUying from (me of her 
severe attacks of illness, she wrote the f ol- 
lowing lines, which are beautifully descrip- 
tive of the state of mind into which grace had 
brought her; they were suggested by an ex- 
pression of sympathy, dropped by her kind 
medical attendant as he stood by her bed. 

Poor ! yes I am — 1 glory in the thought, 

But rich in Siniy who with His blood me bought ; 

Poor I yes, I love my poverty to see, 

That I may dwell in Christ, and He in me. 

Poor I yes, my soul, how glorious 'tis to know. 
On empty souls Christ does His love bestow ! 
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All things are Christ's, heaven, earth, at His 

command ; 
All things are mine, for in ffim I stand ! 

Bich am I not in time ? Ill richer be. 
When face to face my Saviour I shall see ; 
Fill'd with His fulness, grace will be complete, 
I '11 sing His praise, and worship at His feet. 



It was in November 1860 that I was 
first requested by the Christian physician 
akeady referred to, to visit Anne Murray. 
He told me that she was one of the Lord's 
jewels, and one which shone with no com- 
mon lustre. I soon found the truth of this 
statement There was a freshness, a living 
reality in what she said, a kindling bright- 
ness in her eye, at the mention of the be- 
loved name of Jesus, so fragrant to her own 
soul, that in my visits to her I was continu- 
ally reminded of the precious words, " The 
water that I shall give him shall be in him 
a well of water springing up into everlast- 
ing life." (John iv. 14.) 

I remember well the respectful gratitude 
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with which she receiTed my first visit, and 

the promise of coming again, God willing. 

" How very kind it was of Dr C thus 

to remember me/* she said ; " I owe him no 

small debt of gratitude in many ways, for 

his kindness has been unwearied." 

Very shortly after my first interview with 

her, she told me she had a great f avomr to 

ask; her heart yearned over the spiritual 

welfare of some of those who were fellow- 

sufierers with her in the Infirmary. " Oh, 

ma'am," she exclaimed, when speaking of 

them, "could you occasionally visit that 

ward, and tell me about tibem? Dear 

Marion especially, oh how happy it would 

make me, to know that you spoke to her of 

Jesus. I cannot doubt,'' she added, " that 

Marion has fovmd Him, but she is weak ixk 

the faith, and has some peculiar tempta* 

tions." She then entered into what these 

temptations and difficulties were, and spoke 

with singular wisdom and didcrimination, 

evincing no slight acquaintance with the 

b2 
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workings of the human heart ; or of Him 
"who gave himself for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity/' (Tit. ii. 14.) 

It is almost needless to say, that her ear- 
nest request was complied with, and it was 
a privilege indeed to be a medium of com- 
munication between these suifering ones. I 

visited Marion D in the Infirmary, for 

two months, and on the 3d of January 1851, 
I received the following little note from 
Anne Murray : — 

" Dear Miss G , Excuse my ad- 
dressing you in this manner, but I feel you 
are very dear to me indeed, for we are united 
by the same precious faith, and have the 
same hope of eternal life, through the same 
precious Saviour, and we are looking to the 
same inheritance, 'incorruptible, and unde- 
filed, and which fadeth not away.' What 
a prospect is before those who through 
grace have been made to lay hold on the 
hope set before them in the gospel ! 
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*^ You mentioned to me the last time you 
caJled, that you intended going to the Infir- 
mary to-morrow, to see Marion, so I write 
to tell you, that she was removed to-day 
to the house of a respectable widow woman, 
where a room has been taken for her. I 
am very thankful to my heavenly Father 
that a place has been provided for her, and 
am assured that that kind Qod who has 
'called her out of darkness into light,' will 
also provide for her every want; for 'if 
Gk)d spared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up for us all, how shall he not with 
him also freely give us all things?' (Rom. 

viii 82.) — ^Dear Miss G , your humble 

servant, 

" Anne Mueray." 

The Lord did indeed wonderfully care for 

Marion D during the remaining weeks 

of her pilgrimage on earth, for He put it into 
the hearts of His children to provide libe- 
rally for her temporal necessities, and also 
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to minister to her spiritual need. Marion's 
love and gratitude to Anne Murray wa» 
very greats for she felt that to her, under 
€k)d, g^e owed aU her hopes for time and 
eternity. Physical T»«akne3S and suffering 
often clouded her path, and Satan took 
advantage of this, to shake her on the f oun- 
dation, though it was not in his power to 
shake her off it. Anne's eager anxiety re- 
garding her, I shall never forget ; she truly^ 
loved and longed for souls. " Ah why,'' she 
said on one occasion, " will dear Marion not 
look out of herself f*' She also expressed 
an earnest hope that she was not reading 
many books; "in her state, God's Word 
should be her one book." 

Many a message of Christian faithfulness 
and love it was my privilege to carry to 
Marion. " Tell her, ma'am^ from me," she 
once said, " that she will never find peac6 
by pondering over her own sinfulness ; 
please give her that passage with my love> 
Heb. vi 17-20 ; and oh, tell her that what* 
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ever her sins may be, ' the blood, of Jesus 
Christ cleanseth from all sin/ " 

Towards the end, Marion's peace became 
more established, although for two days 
before her death she was in the fever of 
delirium, and was harassed by the most 
awful thoughts. Nothing but God's Word 
and prayer stilled the tempest. Anne was 
much affected in hearing about her, but 
said, '* He who hath loved her, will love her 
to the end. He will glorify His own 
naTJie,' 

On the 18th of February 1851, Marion 
D fell asleep. She seemed uncon- 
scious to earthly things, as we watched be- 
side her, and was fearfully agitated. It 
seemed as if she was answering the sugges- 
tions of the Evil One, for she cried out with 
tears, " Oh, must I go to hell ? I carmot live 
in hell vnihout Christ." These solemn 
words, uttered imder such circumstances, 
clearly shewed that Christ was her life. 
Her last distinguishable words were, '' Die 
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mito sm, and live unto righteonsiLess. 
Stormy indeed was her passage at last to 
the desired haven, but '' Life's last troubled 
wave east her on the shore/' where sin and 
sorrow, temptation and su£fering, are un^ 
known. 

Anne Murray wept at the recital of her 
sufferings, yet, loving her as she did, she 
'^rejoiced because she had gone to the 
Father," (John ziv. 28,) and to the presence 
of her Saviour. 

From the time of her dismissal from the 
Infirmary, till nearly the end of the follow- 
ing February, Anne lodged with truly 
Christian people, but there were circum- 
stances, notwithstanding the kindness they 
ever manifested towards her, which it was 
not in their power to remedy, yet which 
rendered her position a very trying one. 
Her complaint being disease of the heart,, 
the greatest quiet, and freedom from ex^ 
dtement, was necessary ; the little room she 
occupied being shared by others rendered 
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this imposfflble, and she also deeply felt 
being never alone. ''I cannot live without 
oommnnion with Qod," she once said to me, 
with tears, ^'and I feel so distracted here."' 
When at length she Mt compelled to leave, 
ahe did so with a heart fall of gratitude to 
those who liad shewn her so much kindness, 
but a coldness arose on their part, from a 
iBisunderstaoding of Jier motives, which 
waa Tery keenly f eh by her. Anne passed 
thzough much coidict of mind at this time, 
and thougjh her kind medical a;ttendant and 
Ii)ould never blame her for her decision, 
knowing, as we did, all tbe circumstances, 
yet there were other friends who did so, as 
the following extract from a letter I received 
from her during a shoit absence from home 
wiUehew. It is inserted here to evince the 
tenderness of her conscience, and the sweet 
spirit ahe manifested under reproof : — 

" I had a visit from my dear friend J ■ ■ ■■ 

afewdaysaga She said she was so aoiry 
I had been so selfish in wishing to leave the 
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C 's. She said to me, ' Did you never 

tliink that you were putting them to incon- 
venience in many ways?' I answered 
that I did feel it. 'Ah/ she replied, 'you 
have been very selfish ; you spoke only of 
what you felt.* After she went away, I 
considered what she had said, and I saw she 
was right. Although I often saw and felt 
that I was putting them about, yet I was 
so absorbed in self, that it had not much 
weight with me. I abhorred myself at His 
feet whose blood cleanseth from all sin. I 
saw why I had still to be kept in the fur- 
nace, that I might be purged from my dross, 
but I trust when He has tried me that I 
shall come forth as gold. 

" I am now in the house of a poor widow ; 
it is very clean and quiet and comfortable^ 
My mind is much more collected and com-* 
posed now, and my side has not been in 
that burning sore state. I was very nervous 

when I left the C 's, trembling from 

head to foot. I trust the Lord will reward 
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those I have left a thousandfold for all their 

kindness. Dear M C , I think I 

see her kind, composed face. I do hope 
she "will come and see me/' 

One thing which often struck me in Anne 
Murray, was her peculiarly clear views of 
divine truth. The Word of God was to her 
as a mine of inexhaustible treasure, and 
seaxching that Word was a work of which 
she was never weary. She valued teaching 
from man, or rather through man ; but she 
loved to sit at the feet of Jesus, and learn 
of Him. She was truly taught of the 
Spirit, and was guided by Him into all 
truth. 

The two following letters, written the one 
the end of February, and the other early in 
March 1851, will testify to the truth of the 
above statement i-^ 

" Feb. 25, 1S51. 

" DbaEj dear Miss Q , I hope you 

are better. Above all, may you find sweet 

c 
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communion with Him who alone can satisfy 
the thirsty souL I have been much struck 
with John yjL 37 — ^the earnestness of the 
Saviour crying on the last day of the feast, 
^If any man thirst, let him come to me 
and drink. He that believeth on me, as 
the Scripture hath said, out of his belly 
shall, flow rivers of living water.' It was 
Jesus crying thus that struck me so much-^ 
standing crying to those who were murmur- 
ing against Him, and those (oh how won- 
derful His love !) who had said, 'Thouhast a 
deviL' (Ver. 20.) And yet He cried, * Come 
unto me,' offering Himself with all the rich 
treasures of His grace for their acceptance. 
And He is still the same. Oh, how pleased 
the Saviomr is with those who draw largely 
on TTiTTi ! An earthly friend would tire, and 
say, You come too often ; you have so many 
wants, I am not able to supply them ; I will 
relieve you this time, pray do not come back 
again. But not so Jesus ! 

** Dear Miss Q , what an unspeakable 
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blessing to be made to thirst after Jesus — 
to feel our souls following after Him as our 
all in all! 

' I thirst, but not, as once I did. 

The vain delights of earth to share; 
Thy wounds, Emmanuel, all forbid 
That I should seek my pleasure there. 

' The sight of Thy mysterious oross 

First wean'd my soul from earthly things. 
And taught me to esteem as dross 
The mirth of fools and pomp of kings. 

' I want that grace that springs from Thee, 
That quickens all things where H flows. 
And makes a wretched thorn like me 
Bloom as the myrtle or the rose/ 

"The qjiestion here comes in, Is this 
really what you have felt and desire ? Oh, I 
am sure it is so. I do feel that nothing 
can make me happy but Jesus. He is my 
Sacrifice, my High Priest, my Intercessor 
who hath entered in within the veil, not 
with the blood of others, but with His own 
blood, there to appear in the presence of 
God for us. Soon the time will come when 
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we shall see Him as He is, and with the 
myriads who smround the throne sing, 

* Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to 
receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honour, and glory, and bless- 
ing/ (Eev. V. 12.) With what love and 
wonder wiU dear Marion be singing this 
8ong! Methinks I hear her enraptured 
voice of praise to Him who plucked her as 
a brand from the burning, and brought her 
to taste the riches of His grace. 

"Since writing the above, one of your 
servants has been here, and she told me you 
had not been so well, which I was very 
sorry to hear. Forgive me, dear Miss 

G f for writing so freely to you, but 

it seems as if the heavenly Husbandman 
has had a good deal of pruning with you. 
' Every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth 
it, that it may bring forth more fruit' 

* Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear 
much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.' 
(John XV. 2, 8.) 
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** Next week, perhaps, if the Lord permit, 
I shall see your face again, and talk of Him 
' who loved us, and gave Himself for ns.^ 

Mrs G sent half a pound of tea to me» 

Will yon return my sincere thanks for her 
kindness? Oh, how kind the Lord is in 
raising up so many kind friends to look 
after such an nnworthy creature, unworthy 
of the least of His mercies, and daily laden 
with Bis benefits. But Jesus is worthy- 
it is for His sake. It is because He endured 
poverty, and weariness, and thirsty and the 
cursed death of the cross, that the cup is 
reversed to us. Oh, for a heart to praise 
Him! 

^'I feel as if I could write to you all day» 
Ma'am ; but my str^igth is gone. This has 
been two days' work, but I can hardly leave 
.o£ May the Lord bless and keep jou, is 
the prayer of your unworthy servant^ 

'* Anne Mubbat/' 



c2 
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" Marek 6, 1851. 

" Deab Miss G , I received your 

kind letter last night, and it was so sweet, so 
unexpected. I never thought you would 
write to me, and, you see, I cannot refrain 
from talking to you again. I am veiy glad 
indeed you are better. You say this is not 
our rest. No ! ' there remaineth a rest for 
the people of God.' (Heb. iv. 9.) But we 
experience a rest tiow, a resting from our own 
works. There is no trying now to use our 
fig-leaf covering, for in the Lord have we 
righteousness and strength. He in us, and 
we in Him 1 And we have rest from slavish 
fears — ' God hath sent forth the Spirit of 
his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, 
Father.' (GaL iv. 6.) Our reconciled Father 
in Christ Jesus. Oh, the wonders of re- 
deeming love ! The angels desire to look 
into these things, and well they may. There 
is rest, too, from the curse of a broken law. 
The Lamb of. God was offered up upon 
Mount Calvaiy. Ah, Ma'am, what a sacri- 
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fice! so rich, so precious! Grod standing 
in the room of His people — ^their guilt laid 
to His charge — 'By His stripes we are 
healed.' 

" Those lines on the mercy-seat, which 
you sent me, are so precious. It is a blood- 
stained mercy-seat, to which we have access 
at aU times ; and, oh, it is the sweetest time 
on earth when we are alone with (jod there. 
Having been for so long without the privi- 
lege of being much alone, it is so sweet 
to my poor soul to come to Him, and tell 
Him aU my wants, and plead for the cause 
which is His own. 

''Dear Marion, she is often before me 
— safe, indeed, from every sin and every 
temptation, seeing Jesus as He is. How 
He is glorified in every sinner that comes 
to Him. 

** Dear Mrs Q came to see me to-day. 

I can only express myself in the words of 
the apostle concerning Onesiphorus, ' The 
Lord grant unto her that she may find 
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mercy of the Loid in that day : and in haw 
many things ye both have ministered nnto 
me, thou knowest very well' (2 Tim. L 18.) 

" Dear Dr C promised to call, but 

has not come yet I £nd my heart prone ta 
wander after earthly idols, bnt I trust the 
Lord will send you back, full of peace and 
joy in the Holy Ghost. — ^I remain yours, in 
love and gratitude, 

" Anne Mueray/* 

The following lines, written by this suf- 
fering child of Grod, on the words, " Unto 
you therefore which believe, He is precious/' 
(1 Pet iL 7>) will interest the reader :— 

'' Yes, Jesus, Thou art predoue 
To souls who feel their guilt ! 
The wounded conscience Thou canst heal. 
And make Thy grace be felt. 

" Yes, Jesus, Thou art precious 
To souls brought nigh to God 1 
Thou hast triumph'd and redeem'd them 
By Thy most precious blood. 

" Yes, Jesus, Thou art precious ! 
Thou art the strength and stay 
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Of those who seek a oountry 
That fadeth not away. 

'' Jesus, Thou art precious ! 

When Jordan's waves they view. 
Thy word consoles, Thy presence cheers, — 
Thou 'It safely lead them through. 

" "King of saints, how precious ! 
When on Thy great white throne^ 
With aU Thy glory full reveal'd. 
Thy chosen ones wilt own. 



xt 



Through eternity, how precious I 
Thy blood has set them free ; 

Sin, hell, and death hast conquered, 
And gain'd the victory." 



After a deeply interesting conversation 
on the privilege of prayer, and its power and 

efficacy, I received the subjoined lines from 

her: — 

« TO DEAR MISS G . 



FROM HER MUCH OBLIGED ANNE MURBAT. 

<< Dear lady, and did you thus remember me 
Before the throne? Oh, may it fully be 
Our rich experience to abound yet more and more 
In love that never fails. May we explore 
The height and depth of Jesus' love divine, 
The length and breadth of this exhaustless mine. 
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This love which paaseUi knowledge, when God 

gave up 
His own dear Son to drink the bitter cup 
Which was our due. He hung upon the tree. 
That being made a curse, the guilty might go free. 
The great atonement made, from death He rose 
A triumphant victor o*er his numerous foes. 
Ascended up on high, He sat Him down 
At God's right hand, and from that gracious throne 
He pleads our cause, presents His precious blood. 
And now we stand as kings and priests to God. 
Oh, may these glorious truths dwell in your heart ! 
May fruits of righteousness appear in every part 
Of all your conduct ! May you be sincere. 
Without offence, till Jesus shall appear ! 
Then all the praise and glory shall be His 
Who is our God, the God of grace and peace. 
And may I never cease to plead for thee. 
Dearly beloved, as you have done for me ! " 

It was no common refreshment to hold 
communion with one who dwelt so con- 
tinually in the presence-chamber of the 
King. Humble and retiring, she always 
seemed to take the place of a learner, yet I 
ever felt that she was my teacher. In 
much weakness and suffering, confined en- 
tirely to her little room, she yet dui much 
for her Saviour — ^her " speech was ever with 
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grace, seasoned with salt/' (CoL iv. 6,) and 
all who came in contact with her were 
constrained to feel, as the sainted Hewitson 
said regarding his own experience, that she 
'^was better acquainted with Jesus than 
any friend on earth.'' 

Singularly faithful in rebuking sin, no 
fear of giving offence kept her silent where 
she felt she ought to speak. Her heart 
yearned over unconverted souls. I have 
seen her weep when she spoke of them. 
** Oh,'' she said on one occasion, "how very 
sad it is to think of those poor things who 
are still subject to Satan's sway — ^led captive 
by him at his will I If they but knew the 
easiness of Christ's yoke, how would they 
come bending at His feet ! " 

A person well known to her once called 
on Anne, and ever anxious to use an oppor- 
tunity aright, she sought to direct her 
friend's mind to the need of conversion—* 
that unless bom again, there could be no 
entrance into heaven. 
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" Yes," replied her visitor, " but if we do 
as weU as we can. God is very merciful" 

" I told her," said Anne, " that He was 
very merciful, but that He was also holy 
and just — that He could not accept an im- 
perfect obedience, neither could we render a 
perfect one. I asked her to let me read the 
third .chapter of Bomans to her, and she 
heard what is written there — deaOi, but life, 
through the glorious medium God hath set 
forth. Did not the wicked one say in the 
garden of Eden, 'Ye shall not die?' and 
does he not say so still? He persuades 
men to believe a lie, and cheats them of 
their souls." 

A conversation such as the above was 
ever followed by earnest, wrestling prayer. 
The glory of God was very dear to her, and 
she knew how He was glorified in the sal- 
vation of sinners. She kept a collecting 
box for the Bible Society in her little room, 
and made small articles of fancy work, which 
I disposed of for her, for missionary objects. 
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It might indeed be said of her, ''She did 
what she could/' 

During a few weeks' absence in England, 
I received the two following letters from 
her: — 

" May 29, 1851. 

''Deab^deab MissG , I received your 

kind message yesterday, and was so glad, 
for I was getting very anxious about you^ 
and am thankful that God preserved you, 
and brought you safely to the end of your 
journey, and that you enjoy the quiet repose 
of your friend's dwelling. May it indeed 
be a Bethel to your soul I May you find 
such sweet communion with the Three-One 
Ood, that you may exclaim, ' This is none 
other but the house of God, and this is the 
gate of heaven/ (Gen., xxviil 17.) How 
sweet rest will be after being tossed about 
on life's tempestuous main — ^to be safely 
landed at our Father's house, never to de- 
part again — ^no, never! The more painful 
and difficult the passage, the more will God's 

D 
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dear chfldren enjoy the rest which Jesas 
has purchased for them. 'Who are these 
arrayed in white robes, and whence cione 
they ? These are they which came out of 
great tribulation, and have washed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb.' (Rev. vii 13, 14) Oh, 
how precioufi are those words, * The blood 
of the Lambl' 'His blood cleanseth from 
aU sin,' and we shall be made like Him, 
and see His face, and never, never sin, 

* And from the ri^er of His grace, 
"Dnak endless pleaames in.' 

'•'"What delightful prospects does the gospel 
unfold! It has brought life and immoz^ 
tality to light; and instead of darkness, 
which is the due reward of our deeds, all 
these bright prospects are before us. How 
earnest should those be, who have tasted 
that the Lord is gracious, for the advance- 
ment of His kingdom! 'Thy kingdom 
come' should be their unceasing prayer, 
till Satan's kingdom be destroyed, and the 
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helpless captiyes set free. And wluym the 
Son makes free, they shall be free indeed. 
(John viii 36.) 

*^The dear Christian womani told jron of, 

Isabella L , in Ward 14*, is very low, 

almost gone. Dr C*--^- was telling her to 
let patience have its perfect work, and 
the work wffl soon be over. Slwislyingm 
an hospital, but she will ere long be con- 
veyed to the palace of the Qreat King. . . • 
-^Dear Miss Q ■ > your moat humble ser* 
vant, 

" AiTNE MUKRAY." 



*' My dbably beloved Miss Q* 



hope you are well, and enjoying His pre^ 
sence, which is better than life. Blessed 
indeed are those who find in this their 
ehiefest joy. The want of it makes the 
most delightful situation on earth a wilder* 
ness — a weary land. Hia presence makes 
the most darkened scenes appear beautiful 
Moses knew this when he said, 'If thy 
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presence go not with me, carry ns not up 
hence.' (Exoi xxxiii. 15.) 

" I have been thinking much at this time 
on a prepared place and a prepared people. 
How can men think they can go to heayea 
if they never think of it? It is a foreign 
land to them. They know nothing of its 
employment, or its society. An ungodly 
man would be miserable. The atmosphere 
is too pure. But those * who have washed 
their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb,' are made 'meet for 
the inheritance of the saints in light' Oh, 
the discipline is nothing which the Lord 
causes us to pass through, when we think 
what it is intended for — that we may be 

holy. Dear Miss G^ , what a training / 

have had — ^what pains have been taken with 
me ! Line upon line — ^precept upon pre- 
cept. 

" My dear Mary is now laid aside. She is 
very ill indeed, but she is so happy at the 
thought of going home. It is not likely I 
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shall Bee her face againu She is erer before 
me^ Oh how lovely she was in her walk 
ajid conversation — bo becoming the gospel 
Ok, mj sweet friend ! very wonderful was 
her love to me ; our hearts were united in 
love ; we tock sweet counsel together^ and 
' walked to the bouse of Gk)d in company/ 
(Psp Iv. 14.) I hope you will forgive me 
for troubling you with my sorrows, but I 
feel, next to Mary, I can tell you everything, 
nA yon know, Ma'am, what it is to ' weep 
with those who weep.*— -Yours, dear Miss 
Q ■ , with sincere love and gratitude, 

I visited Anne at intervals during the 

smnmer, autumn, and winter of 1 851. She 

seemed indeed to "grow in grace, and in 

the knowledge of her Iiord and Saviour ;'' 

but I kept but very brief notes of the many 

interesting conversations we had together. 

A few of her remarks, however, may be 

given heie. She loved to trace the Lord's 

d2 
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dealings with her ; and one day, as we spoke 
together of these, she said, " This has been 
a very solemn day to me. This day last 
year my mistress took me to the InJSrmary, 
and there I hung on the verge of the grave 
for nearly six weeks. I was weak and 
helpless as a child, but my mind was kept 
in perfect peace." "You know, Ma*am," 
she added, "I can tell you anything. I am 
not boasting, no ! but my heart is fuU, and 
Iknowyou will join with me in praising the 
Lord for His matchless grace to one so vile." 

Again — "Oh the wonders of redeeming 
love! The apostle caUs it 'the riches of 
His grace.' Jesus is the inheritance of the 
saints — ^they are His inheritance. What a 
glorious gift is He ! but what a poor pol* 
luted bride is His Church !" 

On one occasion she received a visit from 

Dr D , who had sometimes seen her 

when in the Infirmary. This kindness was 
folly appreciated, and in speaking of it she 
said^ "He told me Mrs D had got a 
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son, and that everything had gone on well 
— that not a cloud had crossed their patL 
I could have said, 'Ah, sir, affliction is also 
very sweet.' I do not mean the pain, but 
the result gained by it-chastened ' for our 
profit, that we may be partakers of His 
holiness.' (Heb. xiL 10.) It is one year and 
ten months now,'* she continued, "since 
the rod was laid upon me. How kind the 
Lord is, and how wise the chastening, suited 
exactly to the need of the child." 
The departure of her dear friend and kind 

medical attendant, Dr C , for India, was 

a great trial to her. Missed by many, there 
could be none who followed him with more 
earnest prayer, or with a more loving, grate- 
ful heart. He had been no common friend 
to her, both temporally and spiritually, and 
tidings of him from time to time were 
ever eagerly welcomed. They never met 
again on earth. 

'' Prayer is the Christian's vital breath, 
The Christiaa's native air." 
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Truly it was Anne Munny's ; and the path 
to the throne of grace was a weU-trodden 
(tme by her. There she ever carried her 
own burdens, and there she loved to re* 
member others. Yet, lovely as her eharae- 
ter was, she had her besetting sins and 
temptations ; and what child of God has not? 
Over these she mourned before tha Lord 
with bitter sorrow and humiliation. De- 
fi^ndency waa no part of her creed, for she 
ever kept her eye fixed on the atoning blood, 
and she knew by happy experience its 
cleansing power. There was conflict within, 
known only to herself and her God; yet 
there was but one flaw in her profession as 
a follower of the meek and lowly JesuB 
that / ever noticed Her temper, naturally 
quick, som^etimes brought her soul into 
trouble^ and was a temporary stumUing- 
block to others. She could bear unkind^ 
ness or misrepresentation as regarded her- 
self, but if directed against any one she 
loved, she spoke strongly, sometimes even 
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bitterly. There were circumstances of deep 
trial in which her beloved pastor was placed, 
and in which, as a member of the Church, 
she shared. But there was at times a degree 
of resentment and anger in the expressions 
she used which pained and surprised me. 
I never hesitated to tell her faithfully where 
I thought her wrong, and she ever received 
all I said with thankful love, and seemed 
on such occasions to have her heart knit 
more closely to me. Deeply did she mourn 
before God whenever she gave way to hasti- 
ness of spirit ; indeed, her depth of sorrow for 
sin was such as I have seldom seen equalled. 
As the time of her earthly sojourn drew 
towards its close, she. seemed to gain the 
victory over every infirmity, and more and 
more to reflect the image of her Lord. 

In the summer of 1852, she rallied in 
such a measure, for a very brief period, that 
she was enabled to go to the house of the 
Lord, and commemorate her Saviour's dying 
love. The following interesting extract from 
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a letter addreciaed to a dear Mend, in re* 
f erence to tlua^ may be given here :-*— 

"itugr. 11,1853. 

"My bklovbd J——, I received your 
welcome letter on Monday, and find by its 
contents that yon are no better, but I trusty 
ae yon do, that yom will derive benefit after* 
wardsL Oh, it is so conaoling and so sweet 
to know and feel that we have a Fnend 
always at hand, to whom we can commend 
one another, and who is so willing to do 
whatever we ask Him i ' Ask,' the Uessed 
Saviour saysi, ' that yonr joy may be fall ; 
hitherto ye have asked nothing/ I feel, 

indeed, my deasr J , that I have asked 

nothing. The Spirit of the Lord is not 
straitened, but I am straitened in mysell 
Let ns earnestly oiy to the Lord that HJe 
would pour upon us a spbrit of prayer and 
supplication, that the wilderness and the 
solitary place may be glad, and blossom as 
the rose. 

''You will be glad when I teU you that the 
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Lord graciously pennitted me to meet mth 
our deax friends to commemorate His djring 
love. ' Let my soul and aU that is within 
me be stirred up to bless His holy name/ 
(Ps. ciii. 1.) He heard the sighing of His 
prisoner, and granted this desire of my 
heart ; and oh, how sweet it was to my soul 
thus to wait upon Him who loved me, and 
gave Himself for me ! 'Why was I made 
to bear Hid voice, and enter while there 'b 
room, while thousands make a wretched 
choice, and rather stanre than come V It 
was the same love that spread the feast, 
that kindly led us in» 'else we had still 
refused to taste, and perished in our sin/ 
.... I cannot express what I felt. My 
soul could have willingly fled away from 
the Church below, to join the Church above* 
but the time will come when '* this mortal 
shall put on immortality, when death shall 
be swallowed up in victory.' 



J M 



I received the two following letters from 
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her the close of same year, while absent 
from home : — 

"N<yo, 1, 1852. 

*' Deae Miss Q , I hope you and all 

your dear family are welL I have never 
heard but once of you, from your dear friend 

Miss C . I cannot but be anxious about 

you, but I know that whatever may occur, 
you are under the loving care of a kind, re- 
conciled Gk>d and Father in Christ Jesus. 
He doeth all things well Whether painful 
or pleasant, all is well to those who have 
tasted that He is gracious, whether it be 
life or death, * things present, or things to 
come.' The Lord is our portion, therefore 
will we rejoice, and joy in the God of our 
salvation. 

" I hope you wiU not think I have been 
unmindful of you in not writing to you 
sooner. I have been ill, and was not able 
to collect my thoughts. The mind was as 
prostrate as the body, yet I know and felt 
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that Jesus was my good shepherd, and 

would keep me. How sad it would be to 

be groping in the dark for some one to 

lean on, or to be crying to an unknown 

Grod, when the body is overpowered with 

trouble, and cannot rest, wearied with toss- 

ings to and fro, and a dark vast eternity 

before us I And yet this is the case of 

thousands who have rejected the sweet offer 

of salvation, tiU it is for ever hid from their 

eyea 

** Poor Mr was buried to-day. He 

died on Thursday last Oh how sad it is 

to think of him — ^his life extended beyond 

the usual years of man — so amiable and so 

kind to others, and so unkind to himself 

—despising and disregarding the great 

dalvation provided for the guilty! And 

now all is lost — ^time is no more ! Oh how 

dreadful to die without the blood bringing 

us nigh to Gk)d 1 Oh that men were wise, 

that they would consider their latter end, 

and turn unto the Lord I Dear Miss Q , 

B 
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we have tasted the joy of being forgiven— 
our sins covered through the sacrifice of the 
Lamb of God, and we stand accepted in 
the Beloved. Yes! We can stand and 
view the law in all its purity, and hear its 
enrse, and yet be unmoved, for Jesus died 
and is risen again. We can view our vile 
lost condition and helplessness, and not fear, 
for our Surety has done all, and we are free. 
And now we rejoice in hope of the gloiy of 
God. Oh for a heart to feel, and a tongas 
to praise our adorable Redeemer I The time 
is drawing near when all His glory wiU 
stand revealed to our admiring eyes. Then 
shall the sweet song of redeeming love begin, 
never to end But it has begun here. 
Surely there is no name so sweet, no theme* 
so delightful, as the name and work oi 
Jesus. When the heart is so ravished, and 
$o ready to burst away, while tasting His 
love here, what will it be above, when we 
shall see the King in His beauty, hear His 
voice, and be free from all drags— no devil, 
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300 world, no flesh, to come and draw 

^way the soul from Gtod ? Dear Miss Q , 

may we walk worthy of these high and 
glorioas prospects, having our loins girt, 
.and our lamps burning, and be like servants 
waiting for their Lord! May the Lord 
Jesus Christ be with your spirit, is the 
jprayer of your poor friend in Jesus, 

" AiiNE Mubbay/' 

"N<yv, 22, 1852. 

'' Deab, deab Miss Q . , I received on 
the 6th instant your kind and welcome 

letter. May the Lord bless Mr B ^ 

abundantly in making him feel, that although 
aU created streams should die, His fulness 
can never be diminished. Oh, to drink 
largely here — ^then shall we know more of 
God hereafter. My dear friend, I expected 
ere this time to have seen ' the King in His 
beauty, and the land that is afar off,' (Isa. 
xEoii. 17;) but the stone is not ready 
'Without holiness, no man can see the 
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Lord.' (Heb. xiL 14.) Oh that the end 
may be fully answered ! May I be a par- 
taker of His holiness, having through the 
divine promise 'escaped the eorruptioii 
that is in the world through lust' (2 Pet. 
L4.) 

** I have been ill again this morning. I 
lost for a while the use of my right arm, 
but it has come back again, and I write 
you these lines in case I may turn worse. 
I may not, but I want to tell you that Jesus 
is very precious. I feel that in Him I am 
secure. He is a sure foundation — a rock 
that cannot be moved; and being hid in 
Him, I shall never be put to shame. He 
became a curse for us, that we might be 
free, and it is upon this alone I rest. 

" I return you my most grateful thanks 
for your kind gift, and for your care in ask- 
ing Mr C^^ — to call. He gave me from 
himself five shillings to help me. I could 
not say much, but the Saviour wiU not for- 
get it. ' Inasmuch as ye have done it unto 



ABIDIKO WITH GO]X 5S 

the least of these my brethren, ye have done 
it unto me.' (Matt. xky. 40.) 

*' Your dear friend Miss C has heen 

very ilL Her heavenly Father is preparing 
her for a mansion in His house, where there 
will be no departing, no change, no sick* 
HBSB, nor any more death, for the former 
things will have passed away. 

" Miss B has been kind She has 

called very often. How gracious and kind 
is the Saviour, to put it into the hearts of 
His children to think of such a poor crea- 
ture ! Four weeks will soon pass away, and 

I trust you and dear Mrs Q will come 

back in safety, if it be the Divine will It 
would be deUghtfol to see you once more ; 
but Z trust we shall meet above, if it is 
ordered otherwisa There we shall sing so 
sweet and loud, and Christ will be our song. 
How often has tiiis song cheered and re- 
freshed our weary spirits below, but there 
it will never end !-r-Dear Miss Q y yours 

with warmest affection, AifKE Mubhay." 

e2 
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One grace which shone pre-eminently in 
Anne was humility, — "In lowliness of mind 
she esteemed others better than herself." 
(PhiL ii 3.) There was also a respectful 
deference towards those above her in sta- 
tion, which is very often wanting even 
among true Christians in her position in 
life. She never presumed upon kindness, — 
never seemed to forget that God had made 
a distinction between rich and poor, masters 
and servants in this world. No freedom of 
intercourse seemed to spoil her, and, when 
I remembered how far she was before me in 
the Christian life, it ahnost pained me at 
times to see the fear she had of forgetting 
our relative positions, while it was impos- 
sible not to admire this trait in her charac- 
ter. On one or two occasions, I remember 
well her sorrow, because she thought she 
had been, as she said, "too free." And 
after receiving a visit from a friend of mine, 
she thus wrote to me : — 

" Miss B called the other day. She 
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is a pleasant lady, and I felt quite at home 
with her. I have been thinking since, per- 
haps I was too free. I do hope I did not 
use too much liberty with her, but I fear I 
so often fall into this error, that it troubles 
me, not only in respect to her, but with 
others/' 

Thus she watched jealously over herself, 
and thus she singularly *' adorned the doc- 
trine of God her Saviour in all things.'' 
(Titus ii 10.) 

It had been my high privilege, with the 
assistance of Christian friends, to minister 
to the necessities of this dear child of God, 
from the time I first visited her. I also 
mentioned her case to the members of a 
large Bible class I held, composed prin- 
cipally of servants. I felt it was well to 
enlist their sympathy and help for one of 
their own body, and the appeal was warmly 
and nobly responded to, for, in the course 
of a few weeks, they contributed nearly £3 
towards the payment of her rent When I 
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mentioned this to Anne, the tears rolled 
down her cheeks, as she prayed that the 
Lord would bless them, and she addedl, 
" How often have I prayed for yon. Ma'am, 
and that dass ! How doubly bound ana I 
to do so now V She then asked me how 
many I had reason to hope out of the num- 
ber were children of God; and many an 
earnest prayer from this time till her death 
ascended to heaven for ihem, and for aU^ 
that they might believe and live. 

The next time I saw Anne Murray after 
receiving the gift just mentioned, she was 
suffering more than usual, and being then 
unable to write herself, she asked if I would 
kindly pen a letter to the members <^ my 
dass from her dictation. 

The following is the letter referred to, 
striking in itseU, but doubly so considers 
ing the position of ihe writer : — 

" My dbae Friends, — ^I wish to thank 
you for your kindness to me before I go to 
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that place from whence there is no return- 
ing. I would have been so happy if I had 
been sure that you had all done it for the 
Bake of Jesus; but as I am well aware 
that there are many among you who know 
not Him and "Hia salvation, I would ear- 
nestly entreat you, while it is called to-day, 
to flee from the wrath to come. As sin- 
ners, you are under the wrath and curse of 
€rod, and there is no way of escape but 
through that great Mediator whom God 
hath set forth between Him and His guilty 
creatures. He hath borne the curse, and 
He has promised pardon and remission of 
sins to all who repent and believe on Him. 
If you do not turn to Him now that you 
have heard these glad tidings, and have His 
Word in your own possession, you are inex- 
cusable. K you bend not to Him, He 
will break you in pieces, and there will 
be none to deliver. The Lamb in whom 
you can safely trust, and hide in now, 
wiU then be 'the Lion of the tribe of 
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Judah;' and 'who can stand when H^ 
appeareth ?' 

''And to those of yon who have tasted that 
the Lord is gracious^ hold fast your ' c(mSr- 
denoe firm nnto the end,' (Efeb. iii 6,) and 
seek that yonr conduct may be regulated by 
the Word of Gfod. Knowing by ezpeiienoe 
the difficulties with which you have to cQnr> 
tend, be assured that it is your greatest 
happiness to give up your own wills, and 
to be guided solely by the Word of Qod^ 
' Ye are not your own, for ye are bought 
with a price: therefore glorify God in your 
bodies, and in your spirits, which are God V 
(1 Cor. vi 19, 20.) ' Be not ye the servant? 
of men,' (1 Cor. vii 23,) for Jesus has so 
exalted your position as servants, that how- 
ever little your service may be accepted by 
your earthly masters, ' ye serve the Lor4 
Christ.' (CoL iii. 24.) And whatsoever is 
done unto the Lord is accepted by Him, 
'and the same shall he receive of the Lord, 
whether he be bond or free.' (Eph. vi 8.) 
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Nothing tells so powerfully as to the reality 
of true religion, as a humble, obedient, con- 
scientious servant, acting always thus, ' not 
only to the good and gentle, but also to the 
f reward.' (1 Pet. ii. 18.) Methinks it was 
this that the apostle had in view when he 
wrote, * Servants, adorn the doctrine of God 
your Saviour in aU things.' (Titus ii. 10.) 
Oh, think how much is implied in that word 
adorn! 

" Oh, cleave unto the Lord I Trust in the 
only sure Foundation, for after ye have 
done all, *ye are but unprofitable servants." 
(Luke xviL 10.) And now fareweU. — I re- 
main, your sincere friend, 

"Anne Mueeay." 

The sympathies of her affectionate heart 
were ever drawn forth by the joys and sor- 
rows of others. The following lines were 
written on the occasion of the death of a 
Ahild in whom she was much interested, and 
whose parents were friends of her own : — 
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" Sweet child, thou 'rt gone to rest, 
Not on thy mother's breast. 
But soft and sweet. 
No cold or heat, 
Nor pain or sickness now 

Can cloud thy brow. 

That little precious frame. 
Praise to His name 
Who came to seek and save 
The lost, shall from the grave 
Kaise it again with power divine. 
Like Him to shine t 

That lovely ransom'd one 
Is now before the throne. 
Praising the wondrous grace 
That brought him to the place 
Where Jesus reigns in glory bright. 
And saints in white. 

With expanded powers he sings 
Praise to the King of kings. 
Whose presence cheers and fills with love 
The hearts of all the hosts above. 
Transported they the Lamb adore 
For evermore." 

The date on which the subjoined lines 
were penned I am not quite certain of, but 
they are beautifully descriptive of her daily 
walk with God. 
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" Let UB therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us 
of entering into his rest, any of you should seem 
to come short of it." (Heb. iv, 1.) 

" Fear 1 Oh yes, I fear lest I should turn aside 
From Christ the living vine, and not on Him abide ; 
Fear ! yes, I fear lest in this fickle breast 
Creep unbelief, and lose the promised rest 
Which God hath promised to all those who fear. 
And love, and serve Him, and with patience bear 
All He appoints in this waste wilderness 
To train and fit them for eternal bliss. 
Fear ! Oh, I often fear my faith will fail, 
When sin and Satan seemeth to prevail 
In this vile heart, and I no longer see 
liy interest in Christ — but oh that plea. 
The chief of sinners Jesus came to save ; 
For them His precious blood He freely gave. 
Descended to the grave, and up He rose, 
A mighty conqueror o'er His vanquish'd foes. 
Ascended up to heaven, He took His seat 
At God's right hand, with power and love replete. 
To plead the cause of those that are His own ; 
They plead His name, and mention it alone. 
Toward this Saviour, now exalted high, 
I turn my eyes — Lord, save me, or I die; 
Thy death and righteousness is all I plead. 
Be Thou my helper in this time of need. 
May reverence and fear possess my heart. 
That from Thy precepts I may ne'er depart ; 
Oh may I honour Thee while on this bed, 
And from Thy blessed Word be richly fed 

F 
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With nourishmfiDt diyioe, and onward go 

From Btrengtli to strength. Hay I more folly know 

Thy wondrous love, in Thy great glorioiis plan 

In saving and renewing sinful man. 

I will admire, adore Thy matchless grace, 

That through Emmanuel flows toward the human race. 

The earnest of Thy Spirit to me give. 

That I may not to self, but to Thy glory live. 

For this I fear, and hope, and strive, and pray^ 

Till God my Saviour call my soul away." 

The last year of her life was marked by 
a still closer walk mth God, and aa ht- 
creased conformity to His will Sanctified 
affliction was indeed apparent in her,, and 
the fruits of the Spirit were richly mani- 
fested in her walk and conversation, to the 
praise and glory of God. She walked 
through the wilderness, leaning upon the 
Beloved, and taking hold of His strength. 
Her mind for her station in life was a sia- 
gularly cultivated one. She loved general 
reading of a useful character, but during 
the last few months of her sojourn upoii 
earth, her Bible and Hymn-Book were her 
ahnost sole companions* Her eye uaed to 
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brighten when any fresh discoveiy wms 
made regarding some well-known passage 
of the Word of God, and, like the Psalmist 
ci old, she rejoiced ''as one that iindeth 
great spoil/' (Ps. cxix. 162.) When I 
visited her, we generally read a portion of 
Grod's Word together, accompanied by 
prayer. It was very seldom that I cotdd 
iaduce her to pray with me, but when I did 
succeed at any time in doing so, it was 
prayer indeed — die communing of a soul 
who knew the way of access well— the 
utterance of. one taught by the Spirit to be 
very humble, yet very confident — very 
weak in herself yet very strong in her 
Savioui^-having nothing, yet possessing all 
things. Whenever it was possible, I always 
tried to arrange my visiting list so that she 
might come last, for it was refreshing in- 
deed to be with one who dwelt so continu- 
ally in the presence of the Lord. 

In the month of May 185S, she was in a 
very suffering state of body, and great phy- 
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sical weakness told upon her usually happy 
spirit. It was the only time I ever remem- 
ber her being really depressed. But she 
had been too diligent a learner in the school 
of Christ to be ignorant of Satan's devices, 
and though the power of temptation was 
strong, one of the lessons she had learned 
in that blessed school was, to distinguish 
between temptation and sin, and though, 
for a season, a cloud seemed to overshadow 
her, and she " feared as she entered into it," 
(Luke ix. 34,) she recognised her Saviour's 
voice, and the language of her soul was, — 

" I welcome all Thy sovereign will. 
For all that will is love; 
And when I know not what Thou dost, 
I wait the light above." 

While in the country, I received the fol- 
lowing beautiful letter from her : — 

"June 1, 1853. 

'' Deae, deae Miss 6 , It is with de- 
light I write you these lines, to teU you of 
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the Lord's goodness iuid mercy. I cried 
unto the Lord with my whole heart, and He 
heard me from His holy habitation. The 
sighing of His prisoner came before Him^ 
and He sent help from above. He hath re- 
newed my strength, and put a new song in 
my mouth, and now, in stone measure, I can 
rejoice in His salvatioa Oh how heavy 
the time appeaars when the Sun of Bight^ 
eoosness is hid from my soul by the thick 
clouds of time and sense. He is always 
the same. He changeth not, but Bin sepa- 
rates f rqm Him, and though He waits to be 
giacious, yet sometimes we see Him not. 
I can oalj come to Him, poor and needy^ 
and having no strength, pleading His own 
death and righteousness, and making men* 
tion of His only. How faithful is His own 
word, — ' He is faithful and just to foigive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un«- 
zig^teousness.' (1 John i. 9.) Here we feel 
His powerful intercession before the Father 

in behalf of those who put their cause into 

F 2 
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His hand. None that come to Him shall 
ever be sent empty away. He pardons, and 
brings into His inner chamber, and there 
the soul is richly feasted with the hidden 
manna of His own Word. Oh how trifling 
and unsatisfactory does the whole world 
appear to a soul thus living on Christ, and 
waiting upon Him ! This is language the 
world knows nothing of. The good things 
of time are all they desire, and how earnest 
they are in endeavouring to obtain them. 
They are wiser, indeed, than the children of 
the kingdom. But who hath made us to 
diflFer ? Were we not *the children of wrath, 
even as others f (EpL ii 3.) Yes! 'But 
Gtod, who is rich in mercy, for Ids great 
love wherewith he loved us, eyen when we 
were dead in sins, hath quickened us toge- 
ther with Christ, (by grace we are saved") 
(Ver. 4, 6.) And now though we ' see him 
not, yet believing, we rejoice with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory.' (1 Pet L 8.) 
Poor, and having nothing, yet enriched by 
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Him, who, ' though He was rich, yet for our 
sakes became poor, that we through His 
poverty might be rich/ (2 Cor. viiL 9.) Oh, 
then, how we should love Him who hath 
loved us, and given Himself for us I What 
will it be when we shall praise Him with 
immortal songs, when nothing shall inter- 
rupt the deUghtful employment ? We shall 
ever be learning more of Him, and shall 
serve Him for ever. In the meantime, 
may we seek to know much of Him now, 
and assuredly we shall know much here- 
after. 

"Miss C was so kind as to remember 

me, and sent to inquire for me. Oh how 
grateful should I be to think of the Lord's 
kindness in putting it into the hearts of His 
children to be so kind to such a worthless 
creature ! My poverty and weakness will, I 
trust, make you all rich, for if done for the 
Saviour's sake, it will in no wise lose its 
reward. 

" I could write more^ but my strength is 
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gone, so I subscribe mysdf« yours in die 
bonds of the gospel* 

"Anne Mxjbeay/* 

*'P.8. — I send you the accompanying 
lines, which I have written on dear Mr and 
jf rg B ^'s bereavement 

The bereavement adverted to here refas 
to an event which must yet be'fresh in the 
m^QQLory of many of Uie readers of this little 
narrative, when, by an awful railway acci- 
dent, two dear children were removed from 
earth to heaven, leaving their sorrowing 
parents to mourn their loss, yet to rejoice 
in their gain. Few hearts were unmoved 
when the tidings reached the place they had 
80 lately left in health and strength ; and 
many praised the L<H*d for grace ^vea to 
the mourners to glorify Him in^the midst of 
the files. (Isa. xxiv. 15.) Anise's heart beat 
in deepest sympathy. She constantly emu* 
mitted the bereaved parents to Hie Qod of 
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the mourner, and magnified Him on their 

behalf. 

The lines which follow are far from being 
without poetical beauty, and will be read 
-with much interest. 

" Just for a little while 

My little ones are gone, 
Soon shall I meet them with a smile 
Before the throne. 

How much they know ere now 

Of JesuB and His love, 
With grateful hearts before Him bow, 

'Mid hosts above. 

How glorious is their dress, 

So pure and without spot, 
The perfect robe of righteousness 

Which Jesus wrought. 

How happy in the land 
Where life and pleasures rise 

Ever anew at God's right hand, 
In Paradise. 

My loved ones are now free 

From sin and every pain. 
And soon for ever I shall be 

With them again. 



70 ABIDIKG WUH QOD. 

Hy Ood, I humbly bow 

Before Thy sovereign word. 
And only say while laid so low. 

It is the Ldd. 

He took my children hence, 

To raise my heart above 
The passing things of time and sense. 

And taste His love. 

He is my God I find. 

Though treasures all depart, 
For He can cheer my saddenM mind. 

And fill my heart" 

The two following letters, the last I ever 
received from her, will prove, better than 
any words of mine, that dear Anne was 
being made " meet for the inheritance of the 
saints in light/' (CoL i. 12.) She had been 
long in the furnace, and the Great Refiner 
had kept her there, watching over her with 
an eye of love, only till He saw His own 
image fully reflected in her, and ere long 
she was to be removed to that happy 
country, where sin, and pain, and sorrow 
are unknown. 
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'Vtt»e 20,1853. 

"Dear, deae Miss Q , I received your 

kind and welcome epistle, and was delighted 
with its contents. You directed me to Him 
who * giveth power to the faint, and to them 
that have no might increaseth strength/ 
(Isa. xL 29.) He perfecteth strength in 
our weakness. I trust we can in some 
measure say with the apostle of the Gen- 
tQes, 'Most gladly will we glory in our 
infirmities, that the power of Christ may 
rest upon us; for when we are weak, then 
are we strong.' We are glad to be nothing 
that Jesus may be our all in all, ' our wis- 
dom, righteousness, sanctification, and re- 
demption." (1 Cor. i 30.) And what need 
we more? No name is so dear to our 
hearts as the name of Jesus, though, alas I 
our souls cleave unto the dust. But soon 
the time will come when we shall see Him 
as He is, the King in His beauty, and we 
shall be like Him. ^He will change our 
?ili9 bodies, that they may be fashioned like 
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Tmto his glorious body, according to the 
working whereby he is able even to subdue 
all things unto, himself/ (Phil. iiL 21.) 
* Then death shall be swallowed up in vic- 
tory.' (1 Cor. XV. 54.) Having such glorious 
hopes, let us * purify ourselves even as God 
is pure.* (1 John iii. 3.) The salvation 
which our Kedeemer brings is a deliverance 
not only from the curse of the law, but 
from this present evil world : ' Teaching us 
that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world; looking for 
that blessed hope, and the glorious appear- 
ing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ ; who gave himself for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity/ (Titus 
iL 12, 13.) Oh, is it not sweet to feel free- 
dom from sin in part now ? What must it 
be to be entirely free from the only thing we 
hate! 

" I have had another attack of spasms at 
the heart I thought, as I generally do. 
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that I was passing through the valley of 
the shadow of deaths but it was not dark. 
The Sun of Righteousness was shining so 
brightly on my poor soul, that if I could, I 
would have sung for joy ! What a glorious 
righteousness that can cover such a guilty 
worm ! What an atonement to rest on, and 
feel entirely secure, and to be kept in peace, 
at a time when all false foundations would 
be blown to air ! And what can I say ? 
Is this the maimer of men, Lord my 
God, to take an enemy, and give me a name 
and a place among Thy children, and a hope 
to dwell with Thee above ? Then, 

* The soul, from sin for ever free. 
Shall mourn its power no more, 
But, clothed in spotless purity, 
Hedeeming love adore.' 

''JwM 21. 

"I began this yesterday, but was not able 

to finish it I have been very poorly to-day. 

May the Lord * strengthen me with all 

might in the inner man,' that I may * hold 

G 
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fast my confidence firm unto the end/ I 
have been looking at my feet, which have 
been swollen for some time, and I feel a 
secret pleasure in viewing them. They tell 
me that this frail tenement will perhaps 
soon fall down, and then, what a thought^! 
to enter upon an endless reality — ^to be done 
with all below I Oh that I may be dead to 
it now ! 

"You will have no doubt heard of dear Mr 
B 's bereavement May the sweet con- 
solations of Him who was afflicted, and who 
is still in all His people's afflictions, support 
his soul, and lead him to a wealthy place ! 

"MrsG and Miss E were so kind 

as to come up yesterday forenoon, and the 
dear child brought up one of her geraniums, 
because she had got two. May the Lord 
teach her to know the living and 'true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom He hath sent!' 
(John xviL 3.) 

"I was glad to hear that Mr and Mrs 
B were still progressing in health, and 
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are still kept in peace. They have power- 
fully felt the experience of the Psalmist, 
'O taste and see that the Lord is good: 
blessed is the man that trusteth in him.' 
(Ps. xxxiv. 8.) 

" I hope I may be permitted to see you 
return again. * May the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with your spirit/ is the desire of your 
humble servant, 

" Anne Murray." 

" Avg. 11, 185Z. 

" Dear, dear Miss G , I would have 

answered your kind letter ere this time, but 
was quite unable. The Lord has been 
pleased to lay His hand upon me, so that I 
could not look up. You have never said 
whether you were any stronger, but I trust 
the country air has been beneficial to your 
weak frame ; above all, that your soul pro- 
spers, and is in health — ^that you are feeling 
more and more your vileness and poverty, 
and are drawing largely out of the fulness 
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that is treasured up in Christ Jesus our 
Lord 

' Sinners from eartli's remotest end 
Come bending at His feet. 
To Him their prayers and praise ascend. 
In Him their wishes meet. 

Millions of happy spirits live 

On Thy exhaustless store, 
From Thee they all their bliss receive. 

And still Thou givest more. 

Thou art their transport and their joy. 

They find their all in Thee; 
Thy praises shall their tongues employ 

Through all eternity.* 

" And is it indeed so with us poor sinners 
of the Gentiles in this distant island of the 
sea, that we have heard of His love and 
grace, and been made to taste that the 
Lord is good in forgiving our iniquity 
through the Beloved? He hath kept us 
unto this day by His almighty power, and 
I trust will keep us unto the end, for He 
hath said, 'None can pluck us out of His 
hand.' Many enemies are watching, trying 
to devour the poor sheep, but the Good 
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Shepherd, who laid down His life for them, 
will preserve them unto His heavenly king- 
dom and glory. It is overwhelming to 
think of His glory and majesty now, and 
the infinite distance between the great Gtod 
and His worms ; but when all is unveiled 
before the freed and enraptured soul, and it 
stands in the presence of 'the King, im- 
mortal, eternal, and invisible,' with what 
deep humility must the soul prostrate itself 
before the throne! My dear pastor used 
to pray that the Lord would prepare us for 
the first sight of our Saviour. May this be 
our earnest prayer ; and I cannot help think- 
ing (for it is a peculiar petition) that the 
way in which the Lord would answer this, 
is by the blessed Spirit shewing us the 
hidden wickedness and weakness of our 
own hearts, and the exceeding riches of the 
grace and love of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The soul thus living on Him must behold 
the Saviour with peculiar emotions; * Faith 

strives, yet all her efibrts fail;' but soon 

g2 
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faith shall be turned to sight, and our eyes 
shall behold Him. 

" I feel, dear Miss Gr , that I am done 

with time, and I was anxious to make an 
effort to talk with you once more, as it is 
very probable I shall never do so again. 
My heart melts when I think of you, and I 
was glad when I heard you were to be home 
last week, but good is the will of the Lord. 
It may be I may see your face and hear 
your voice again. The apostle says, *To 
you that believe, he is precious,' (1 Peter 
ii 7;) and do I not feel it to be so ? Yes ! 
What profit would it be to me if I had the 
whole world at my feet, and had not a well- 
grounded hope of eternal life, through the 
adorable Saviour? Oh, how I pity those 
who have all their treasure here, and wish 
no other. For the world and all its glory 
passeth away, but the inheritance above ' is 
incorruptible, and undefiled, and f adeth not 
away.' (1 Pet. i. 4). 

" Dear Miss Q~ , I intended to have 
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written more, but I must only add that 
which, when realised, is better than life. 
* The Lord bless thee, and keep thee ; the 
Lord make his face shine upon thee, and 
be gracious unto thee; the Lord lift up 
his countenance upon thee, and give thee 
peace.' (Num. vi. 24-26.) Farewell, my 
beloved in the Lord. 

" Annb Mueeay. 

** P,8. — ^Will you be pleased to receive my 
Bible and Hymn-book, which have yielded 
me such sweet consolation in my long afflic- 
tion?" 

On my return home the end of August, 
she had revived a little, but it was very 
evident that the end was not far distant. 
Her sufferings were much increased, as 
well as her weakness, but as " the outward 
man decayed, the inward man was renewed 
day by day." I shall never forget her in- 
tense disappointment, when, after a severe 
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attack of her complaint, during which she 
thought she was about to enter the eternal 
city, she was brought back again — ^her 
longing to depart and be with Jesus was so 
great. She made it a subject of earnest 
prayer, that she might be willing to live or 
die, and the prayer was fully answered, for 
her will seemed at last to be entirely lost in 
that of God's ; and " the joy of the Lord 
was her strength." (Neh. viii 10.) 

They were hallowed hours which I spent 
in that upper chamber, which ever seemed 
to be consecrated by the Lord's presence. 
There was the same humble, respectful 
manner, but along with it, her nearness to 
eternity appeared to constrain her to urge 
all with whom she came in contact, who 
knew the Lord, to a closer walk with Him, 
and a more habitual walking in the light 
She often spoke with deep regret of neglected 
opportunities, and that her lamp had often 
burned so dimly, when watchful walking 
would have made it bright. The secret of 
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a Christian's strength, she would often 
say, consisted in being much alone with 
God, and prizing His presence above all 
others. 

Jtwill be remembered how much she was 
attached to her master and mistress. Her 
heart yearned over them, and feeling that 
she was about to go to that land where all 
distinctions are unknown, she one day, 
when very ill, told me of her earnest desire 
to write to them. She then dictated to me 
a most faithful and touching letter, whic 
she requested me not to post till after 
her death. I need scarcely say that 
the confidence thus reposed in me was 
sacred. 

Anne was only entirely confined to bed 
for about ten days before the silver cord 
was loosened. I visited her on the 22d of 
September, and found her very ill, so ill 
that she could scarcely speak to me. Mind 
and body seemed almost prostrate. As is 
not unfrequently the case where " the prey 
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has been taken from the mighly, and the 
lawful captive delivered," (Isa. xlix. 24,) 
Satan took advantage of great weakness 
to try his fiery darts, and to disturb the 
dying believer, though the power to destr,oy 
was gone. There was a disturbed expres- 
sion on her usually placid face, and after 
reading a portion of Grod's Word and sitting 
by her in silence for a time, she said, *' Oh, 
ma'am, I was sorely tempted last night, and 
was in great distress, till that verse was 
borne in upon my soul so sweetly, * The 
prince of this world cometh, and hath no- 
thing in me/ (John xiv. SO.) In me he 
has everything, but in my Surety nothing ; 
and it is in Him I stand acquitted. Oh, 
that verse was precious to me ! " 

Saturday, Sept. 24, she had rallied in a 
slight degree, but was still in much suffei^ 
ing. Her mind, however, was as clear as 
ever. I spoke of the foundation laid in 
Zion, and of its preciousness when heart 
and fiesh f aileth. 
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She looked earnestly ati me, and said, 
** Satan says, I 'U go to hell, because I am 
such a sinner. Jesus says. No, * His precious 
blood cleanseth &om aU sin/ (1 John i 7.) 
True,"' she added, '' I am a sinner, a vile 
sinner, but Jesus died for me."* 

I read at her request 1 John L, and 
prayed with her. 

" It will not be long now,'' I said, " ere 
you see Jesus." 

Her eye brightened. "And, oh, ma'am, 
how grand the awaking will be ! And to 
join the irlorious throng, and the harpers 
harping upon their hanf; I have r^ of 
one who said he would like to creep into 
heaven at Manasseh's back, but I '11 not get 
leave to creep in^ because I am hid in 
Jesus." 

Monday, Sept. 26, she was very ill, and 
scarcely spoka I read at her request Eom. 
iii, a favourite chapter of hers. She enjoyed 
it much, " Oh," she exclaimed, " what a 
glorious chapter for poor sinners! What 
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the law could not do, Jesus did, to shew 
forth His righteousness." 

Wednesday, Sept. 28, death was evidently 
drawing near, or rather her entrance into 
Hfe. She had sent ioc me, fearing if I did 
not call that day, she might not see me 
again. I stood by her bed, I must own, 
with sorrowful feelings at the prospect of 
so soon losing her. She fixed her eyes 
upon me with a grateful, loving expression, 
and thanked me for all I had done for her. 
Truly I felt I was her debtor. 

** I am very ill," she saiA " It wiU soon 
be over. WiU you read me the 23d Psalm ?" 
As I read the 4th v^rse, she exclaimed, 
" Yes ! Thou art with me — ^Thou art with 
me!" 

" Satan does not trouble you now," I said. 

" Not much," she replied, " and the Lord's 
Word ts faithful, I am not going to be 
cheated by Satan's lies now — ^the Lord's 
presence is very precious." She asked for 
the hymn commencing, 
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" Shall I distrust my SaTiotir's love. 
Or doubt His promised grace ? " 

One of her dearest friends, a servant who 
had been absent in the country with her 
mistress for some time, Anne had been long- 
ing to see, and had been counting the days 
for her return. They were very closely 
united in Christian love. Knowing how 
anxious she had been regarding this, I said 
to her, " Jane returns to-morrow — ^perhaps 
you may yet be spared to see her." 

" I seem scarcely to care now," was her 
reply, " though I love her dearly, for I shall 
see Him. Oh, ma'am, perhaps I may see 
Jesus to-day ! " 

In the afternoon of the same day, I saw 
her again, when she was much in the same 
state. 

Sept. 29, Miss B and I went to- 
gether to see her. Miss B read the 

first chapter of 1 st Peter. She could only 
speak a word or two at a time, and with 

great difficulty. 

H 
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" His Mthful Word," and •* perfect peace/' 
which she feebly murmured, plainly indi- 
cated what was the stay of her souL 

On Friday, Sept. 30, she still lingered 
very weak. Though imable to speak^ she 
much enjoyed Rev. vii 9-17, which I read 
to her, and prayer. 

The eveig of the same day, befieving 
the hour of her release was ca^inly at hand, 
she sent to ask if I could come to her. The 
persons vnth whom she lodged, and who had 
shevm her no little kindness, thought she 
would scarcely live till I reached the house ; 
but they were iMstaken, for she had still 
three or four days to suffer ere she gained 
the long-dwired haven. It was, however, 
the last time that she was able to speak to 
me connectedly, though she was perfectly 
sensible to the very end. 

We stood by her bed that Friday even- 
ing, watching for her death. Turning her 
eyes to where I stood, she said, '' Sing, oh 
sing ! Oh, if I had strength, I would fidng." 
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It was no easy matter to do so under 
snch circumstanoes, but as the request was 
repeated, we sang the hymn she wished :— ^ 

" I my Ebenezer raise 
To my kind Redeemer's praise 
Witii a grateful heart I own, 
Hitherto Thy help I've known. 

What may be my future lot^ 
Well I know concerns me not ; 
This should set my heart at rest. 
What Thy wiU ordains is hwsL 

Let my few remaining days 
Be directed to Thy praise; 
So the last, the closing scene, 
Shall be tranquil and serene. 

To Thy will I leave the rest, 
Grant me but this one request. 
Both in life and death to prove 
Tokens of Thy special love." 

To our astonishment, witih a supernatural 
strength, she joined in the last two verses, 
her countenance beaming with joy. 

She bade me, as she thought, a last fare- 
well, and her grateful heart seemed fuU. As 
I bent over her, she whispered in my ear 
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-words of loving thankf tdness for what the 
Lord had permitted me to be to her, and 
words also of loving counsel to walk closely 
with God, with the world beneath my feet, and 
my eye fixed on heaven. Then with a look 
of intense affection, with a great effort, she 
placed her much-loved Bible and Hymn- 
book in my hand, as her dying gift. Time 
TriU never efface from my memoiy the solemn 
way in which she said, " Oh, ma'am, press 
forward:' 

On Tuesday morning, October 4, Anne 
Murray entered into the joy of her Lord. I 
had seen her each day previously, and all was 
calm, unbroken peace. " The last night but 
one of her life," wrote her dear friend Jane 

, " I had the privilege of sitting up with 

her. She was in severe suffering, and was 
able to speak very little, but she several 
times repeated, * my Father,' shewing that 
she felt His gracious presence." 

I was too late to see her in life the day 
she fell asleep in Jesus ; and it was with 
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peculiarly solemn feelings that I stood in 
the room where so lately an immortal spirit 
had passed away into etemi^. The poor 
wearied body was now at rest in that knd 
where "the inhabitant shall no more say, 
I am sick/' and all the longings of her soul 
were now satisfied in freedom from sin, in 
the presence of her Lord, where 

" His presence fills each heart with joy, 
Tunes every mouth to sing : 
By day, by night, the sacred courts 
With glad hosannahs ring. 

Hunger and thirst are felt no more, 

Nor sun with scorching ray ; 
God is their sun, whose cheering beams 

Difiuse eternal day. 

The Lamb that sits amidst the throne 

Shall o'er them still preside ; 
Feed them with nourishment divine. 

And all their footsteps guide. 

'Mong pastures green He 'U lead His flock. 

Where living streams appear ; 
And God the Lord from every eye 

Shall wipe off every tear.*' 

" Now, just as the gates were opened to 

h2 
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let in the men, I looked in after them, and 
behold the city shone like the son; the 
streets also were paved with gold ; and in 
them walked many men with crowns on 
their heads, pahns in their hands, and golden 
harps to sing praises withaL 

'' There were also of them that had wings, 
and they answered one another without in- 
termission, saying, ' Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord I' And after that they shut up the 
gates; which, when I had seen, I wished 
myself among them !" 

Dear reader ! have you entered upon 
that service which is perfect freedom ? The 
foregoing narrative is a faithful record of one 
who, having foimd the way of eternal life, 
rendered a willing service, and in it expe- 
rienced that *' the joy of the Lord was her 
strength/' And this, not only in days of 
health, but in the midst of much weakness 
and suffering ; for, 

" ThoBe also sen-e who only stand and wait." 
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I would now specially address a few words 
to Christian servants; and I do so from 
haying had much knowledge for many years 
past as to their trials and difficulties ; and 
I believe there is no position in which 
patience, humility, and wisdom are more 
needed, and, at the same time, no sphere in 
which the Lord may be more glorified. And 
yet this latter precious truth is too often 
forgotten, and too seldom acted upon, be- 
cause the word is not realised, " Let every 
man wherein he is called therein abide with 
6od" Were there this abiding, there would 
be more fruit-bearing. 

I have been often pained by the remark, 
that those who made no profession of reli- 
gion were often the best servants; and I 
once heard a lady say, that she had given 
up making a special effort to obtain Chris- 
tian servants, as, whatever the cause was, 
they had generally disappointed her. Dear 
friends, these things ought not so to be, and 
is it not well to make diligent search as to 
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the cause of this evil, and then seek to re- 
medy it? You are not merely to fulfil a 
certain round of duties, but they are to be 
done imto the Lard, and you are to ** adorn 
the doctrine of God your Saviour in dU 
thinga" You are to be as lights in the 
sphere appointed for you; and you are so 
to act toward your earthly employers, and 
in your intercourse with your fellow-ser- 
vants, that all may take knowledge of you 
that you have been -with Jesus. 

Permit* me then, as one who has ever 
taken a deep interest in your welfare, to 
mention some things regarding which I feel 
there is too often much inconsistency, and 
which bring discredit on the gospel of 
Christ. 

When you entered the Lord's service, you 
ceased to be your own, " for ye were bought 
with a price," and are therefore bound to 
"glorify God in your body, and in your 
spirit, which are God's/' (1 Cor. vi. 19, 2a) 
There is no question, therefore, that you 
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"should not henceforth live unto yourselves, 
but unto Him who died for you, and rose 
again.'' (2 Cor. v. 15.) You have been 
called also to earthly service, and in one 
sense here also "ye are not your own." 
Your time belongs to those who have engaged 
it. Is not this too often little thought of? 
or rather, is there not much misconception 
on this point ? Are not hours and minutes 
often needlessly wasted? Is there not a 
want of gathering up the fragments that 
nothing be lost — ^a lack of giving all dUi- 
gence in fulfilling each appointed duty? 
Your work ought to be done *' heartily'* — 
" with singleness of heart, as unto Christ" 
" Let as many servants as are under the yoke 
count their own masters worthy of all honour, 
that the name of God and his doctrine be 
not blasphemed. And they that have be- 
lieving masters, let them not despise them, 
because they are brethren; but rather do 
them service, because they are faithful and 
beloved, partakers of the benefit." (1 Tim, 
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vL 1, 2.) If such be not your privilege, 
" one is your Master, even Christy" (Matt. 
xxiii. 10,) and your faithful service is not 
unnoticed by Him. Abide with God, and 
get strength for every duty from Him. 

A servant on one occasion unburdened 
her heart to me, and told me herdifficultiea 
She had be^ but a brief period in the 
service of Christ, and in the freshness of 
her first love, her earnest desire was to do oQ 
as imto Him. Simple and unlettered, her 
Bible was her one book, and she tested her 
daily walk by its precepts. One lesson she 
had learned was, that her time was not her 
own, because her employers had engaged 
it. She was, however, overtaxed, and had 
great difficulty in getting through her ap- 
pointed work. In order to overtake it, 
having to rise very early in the morning, 
she had little or no time to herself, and at 
night was too weary to do anything but 
sleep. I felt how deep in this case was the 
responsibility of those who ruled, but her 
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duty was plain, *' For if there be first a 
willing mind, it is accepted according to 
that a man hath, and not according to that 
he hath not" (2 Cor. viii 12.) I advised 
her to rise a quarter of an honx sooner than 
her appointed time, early though that was» 
that she might obtain " the daily strength, 
to none who ask denied" — ^no trial being 
too small or too great to take to her re» 
conciled Father in Christ. And as regarded 
her daUy work, I spoke of ejaculatory prayer, 
so beautifully illustrated by the example of 
Nehemiah, who in the presence of the king 
" prayed unto the God of heaven," (Neh. il 
4,) — sprayer unknown to man, but registered 
in heaven, and answered on eartL The next 
time I saw her, with the tear glistening in 
her eye, she thanked me. She had proved 
the truth of what I had recommezided, and 
said, " The Lord had made her work more 
light." I know personally more than one 
Christian servant, who rise an hour earlier 
than is expected of them, that they may 
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not take time from their appointed work, 
yet may, by communion with their heavenly 
Master in His Word and prayer, receive 
strength according to their day. If this 
be neglected, resolutions are vain — ^your 
strength will prove weakness, and all wiU 
go wrong. 

Before leaving this part of my subject, I 
may mention a mistake into which Chris- 
tian servants are often apt to fall A lady 
once said to me regarding a young woman, 
in whom I was deeply interested, " She is 
a good servant, if she would only not read 
her Bible when she ought to be doing her 
work." "To everything there is a season, 
and a time to every purpose under the 
heaven." (Eccles. iii. 1.) See, then, while 
your service is unto the Lord, you prove 
the consistency of that service by being 
conscientious in all things as regards your 
master and mistress upon earth. 

Another point of inconsistency too often 
noticeable in Christian servants is impati- 
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ence wnder reproof, " Servants, be svhject 
to your masters with all fear ; not only to 
the good and genUe, but also to the fro- 
ward!* (1 Pet. ii 18.) Even Christian 
masters and mistresses are sometimes un- 
reasonable, and " this is thankworthy, if a 
man for conscience toward God endure 
grief, sujQfering wrongfully." Here you have 
the blessed words, " For even hereunto were 
you called : because Christ also suffered for 
us, leaving us an example, that ye should 
foU(m His steps." (1 Pet. ii. 21.) 

But the impatience I specially refer to 
is under deserved reproof. The workings 
of the natural heart too often rise here — 
a cloud is brought over the soul, and over 
the profession of the follower of the meek 
and lowly Jesus. Oh seek to follow in His 
steps more closely, by ''not answering 
again." 

Love of dress is another sad, and I fear 
growing evil, against which I would affec- 
tionately warn you. Your bodies, as well 
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as your spirits, are the purchase of the Son 
of God. Ought there not, then, to be more 
consistency than, alas ! there often is, instead 
of aiming to be like others, occupying your 
minds with the adorning of the body far 
above the station in which the Lord has 
placed you, to the forgetfulness of the word, 
" Whose adorning, let it be the hidden man 
of the heart, in that which is not corrup* 
tible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit, which is in the sight of Gk>d of great 
price/' (1 Pet. iii 4.) 

And apart from the inconsistency as re- 
gards your station, is there not too much 
forgetfulness here also of the words, " Ye are 
not your own ? " How much might be saved, 
and how much cast into the Lord's treasury, 
were there more self-denial and consistency 
practised in the point of dress. 

Love of change, though not an evil of the 
same magnitude as the others I have named, 
is yet a fruitful source of much injury. 
The trifling causes for which I have known 
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• 

servants give up their situations has often 
surprised me, but never more so than when 
Christians have so acted. No situation is 
without its trials — and to leave a place 
where there are Christian privileges, and 
kindness on the part of your employers, is 
hurtful in many ways. 

" There are thorns besettmg every path, 

Which call for patient care, 
There is a cross in every lot, 

And an earnest need for prayer, 
But the lowly heart that leans on Thee 

Is happy efBerywhere** 

There ought to be a mutual bond of in- 
terest between employers and those who 
serve. But there is seldom time given for 
this — the service rendered is too often, not 
that of love, but mere duty. A trivial 
cause serves to break the bond, and master 
and mistress, and servant part, perhaps never 
to hear of each other again. Doubly pain- 
ful is this where all are followers of the 
same Master in heaven, which I have known 
in several instances to have been the case. 
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Yet in this^ as well as in the other points 
I have mentioned, there have been, and are, 
bright and noble exceptions. I have known 
more than one servant, who, after years of 
faithful service in the time of prosperity, 
hare refosed to leave their employers in the 
day of adversity. One faithful creature 
could with difficulty be prevailed upon to 
take the wages she had been accustomed 
to, and in numberless little ways, which 
even her mistress was ignorant of, added to 
her comfort by denying herself. 

Another instance I may name of one who, 
when an establishment had in God's provi- 
dence to be broken up, insisted on remain- 
ing, the ordy servant, instead of being over 
others, with good will doing service as unto 
the Lord. Need I say that she is loved and 
respected by every member of that family, 
and that she will never be suffered to want 
by those who have for many years now 
known of her disinterested conduct. 

Dear friends, beware of frequent changes. 
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They may sometimes be necessary, but they 
are often, as I have known, the dictate of 
mere impulse, and they lead to a dissipation 
of spirit which every child of God ought to 
watch jealously against 

Your position vnth regard to yourfeUow- 
servants is one of deep responsibility. Your 
example must be either a help or a hin- 
drance to them. Your lot may be cast, and 
too often is, with those who know not God. 
Remember, the world is ever on the watch 
for your halting. Walk wisely then toward 
those that are without. Seek to be lights 
in your humble sphere, using your in- 
fluence, directly and indirectly, for the glory 
of God. 

I was once a visitor in a house where 
both the servants were known to me. One 
was a child of Gk)d, the other as yet unde- 
cided, yet beginning to seek the Lord. The 
latter asked me if Jessie was a Christian. 
The question surprised me, but on answer- 
ing it, she said, " I too thought she was, but 

12 
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I often wondered how it was, if the love of 
Christ was in her heart, that she never spoke 
to me about my sotdT' 

See, then, like one now in glory, that it 
may be said of you, "From hearing of 
Christ, she went to Christ ; and from being 
with Christ, she spoke /or Christ" 

Closely connected with the foregoing 
remarks, I must advert to a matter in which 
there is sometimes a strange inconsistency 
even amongst those who are the Lord's 
people. What I refer to is the concealment 
which too often goes on with regard to the 
conduct of f ellow-servantsj and this even in 
some cases to the injury of a master's in- 
terests. I speak from personal knowledge 
when I say that such instances are not rare, 
and it is a point on which there is so much 
misconception, that it is well to dwell upon 
it for a moment 

A servant known to me was placed in a 
family where implicit trust was reposed in 
her. It was not till the sad conduct of one 
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of her fellow-servants was accidentally dis- 
covered that the mistress of that family 
found out how grievously her trust had 
been betrayed. When spoken to on the 
subject, the reason given for such culpable 
conduct was, that she did not like to be the 
cause of a fellow-servant bsing her place. 
She was believed by her employers and 
others to be a servant of Christ, and her 
conduct in many respects testified to the 
reality of her profession. Yet in the in- 
stance I have referred to, she was, by her 
false kindness, in reality a partaker of 
another's sin. She grievously injured the 
soul of her fellow-servant by want of faith- 
fulness, and wronged the mistress who had 
so fully trusted her. 

Dear friends, suffer a word of exhortation 
regarding this. Your employers are ex- 
horted in the Word of God to be "just and 
equal" towards you. (CoL iv. 1.) Are you 
not bound to be the same to them ? See 
that your eye is single. Be upright in all 
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your dealings, remembering your Master in 
heavea "The fear of man bringeth a 
snare," (Prov. xxix. 25,) — see that you fall 
not into it. If you discover dishonesty and 
unfaithfulness in those with whom you are 
placed, remonstrate first with them alone. 
It may be that you may thus "gain thy 
brother." (Matt, xviii 1 5.) But if this fails, 
remember your duty to those you senre, 
thus fulfilling the command, " Not purloin- 
ing, but shewing all good fidelity ; that you 
may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour 
in aU things." (Titus ii 10.) 

There yet remains to be noticed a sub- 
ject of no small importance — the friendships 
you makCy and the company you keep. " I 
am a companion of all them that fear thee, 
and of them that keep thy precepts." (Ps. 
cxix. 63.) The Psalmist was able to say 
this ; can it always be said of you ? It is 
impossible to be too careful in this respect; 
and I would more especially advert to com- 
panionship which sometimes ends in the 
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closest connexion which can be formed on 
earth. " Be not unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers,"' (2 Cor. vi 14,) are the 
Lord's own worda And yet I have known 
those full of the brightest promise who 
have fallen into this fearful snare. Beware 
of the first step. The first leads to a second, 
the second to a third, and thus you are 
drawn onwards till the affections become 
engaged, and the last step is taken beyond 
recaL I speak from sad experience. One 
case especially is before me now. I knew 
a servant some years ago, whose walk and 
conversation caused me to thank God on 
her behalf. Her affections, however, be- 
came entangled with one not decidedly the 
Lord'a She wrote to me and told me this, 
and of her hopes and fears. I warned, 
entreated, pleaded with her, to consider 
what she wa« doing, ere it was too late. 
She knew that I was right. Conscience 
told her she was wrong. The Word of God 
condemned her ; but, alas ! she " went out 
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from the presence of the Lord,'' and the 
fatal step was taken. Her path has been 
one of trouble and difficulty ever since. 
Affliction has brought her back to the Grod 
from whom she had wandered ; but aU the 
chastening she has passed through is doubt- 
less the fruit of having followed her own 
win instead of the Lord's. 

I could give other instances, well known 
to mjrself, but the above serves as an illus* 
tration. If you have a Christian mistress, 
make her your friend, and have no conceal- 
ments regarding such matters. Her advice 
may be of incalculable moment to you. I 
could point to eases where much misery has 
been spared, and more than one unequal 
union prevented, by such confidence being 
exercised. 

See then, dear friends, that your conduct 
in all its points proves to others whose you 
are, and whom you serve. Do not say that 
you can do nothing for Christ There is no 
sphere so humble that your light may not 



ABIDING WITH GOD. 107 

shine for Qod. ** He hath chosen the foolish 
things of the world to confound the wise, 
and God hath chosen the weak things of the 
world to confound the things which are 
mighty " — ^and why ? " that no flesh should 
glory in His presence/' (1 Cor. L 27, 29.) 

A faithful, humble, conscientious, diligent 
servant, may prove an incalculable blessing 
in a family. What a beautiful example we 
have of this in Eliezer of Damascus ! — sent 
on an important errand, how did he fulfil 
it? "Not with eye-service, as a man- 
pleaser, but as the servant of Christ, doing 
the will of God from the heart." (Eph. vi. 
6.) In his calling he abode with Gk)d, and 
the first step he took was to seek guidance 
from Him. ** And he said, Lord God of 
my master Abraham, I pray thee, send me 
good speed this day, and shew kindness unto 
my master. Abraham." (Gen. xxiv. 12.) He 
went on in faith, expecting an answer, and 
when it came there was the rendering of 
thankful praise. ''Blessed be the Lord 
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Gkxi of my master Abraham, who hath not 
left destitute my master of his mercy and 
his tratL / being in the way, the Lord 
led me to the house of my master's brethren.'^ 
(Ver. 27.) He felt that he was engaged to 
serve his earthly master, to whom his time 
belonged. There was therefore no wasting 
of it. ''And there was set meat before 
him to eat : but he said, I will not eat, until 
I have told mine errand." (Ver. 33.) Again, 
being asked to tarry a while, what was his 
answer ? " Hinder me not, seeing the Lord 
hath prospered my way ; send me away, 
that I may go to my master." (Ver. 56.) 
His master's interests were his own, and he 
rendered a willing, loving service, doing all 
to their common Master in heaven. 

Let your earthly service be rendered in 
like manner. There is a time coming when 
this world and the fashion of it will pass 
away — then master and servant will meet 
where they will stand on one conunon 
ground — there will then be " no more curse, 
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but the throne of God and of the Lamb 
ahaU be in it ; and his servants shall serve 
him." (Rev. xxii 3.) 

May I now be permitted to address a few 
words to Christian masters and mistresses? 
for the Lord has a message in His Word 
to those who rule, as well as those who serve. 

"And, ye masters, do the same things 
unto them, forbearing threatening : know- 
ing that your Master also is in heaven ; 
neither is there respect of persons with him.^' 
(Eph. vi. 9.) Again, " Masters, give unto 
your servants that which is just and equal ; 
knowing that ye also have a Master in 
heaven." (CoL iv. 1.) 

While there are often inconsistencies in 
Christian servants, it is only candid to admit 
that these are likewise to be found in Chris- 
tian employers. And may not these very 
shortcomings and failures too frequently 
prove stumblingblocks to those whom the 
Lord has committed to our care ? Our ser- 
vants' time, it is true, is engaged by us ; and 
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while they are bound to remember this, is 
it not equally an obligation laid upon us 
to remember that they as well as we have 
a Master in heaven ? Do we not in many 
cases, by expecting too much at the^r hand, 
leave them little or no time for communion 
with God in His Word and by prayer, thus 
as it were robbing them spiritually. If we 
give them time for these things, and they 
neglect to improve it, the responsibility is 
theirs — ^if we withhold it, we are guilty as 
regards our common Master in heaven, and 
are injuring the souls of those for whom in 
a measure we must give account 

Again, while servants are at times im- 
patient under reproof, do not we often for- 
get the injunction, "forbearing threatening?" 
A hasty word uttered under the impulse 
of vexation, and unreasonable exactions, 
may sometimes be the cause of the very 
impatience of which we complain. Let us 
see then that we cast no stumblingblock in 
our brother's way in this matter. A kind 
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word of encouragement should ever be 
given where deserved, and wiU often prove 
a powerful incentive to watchfulness in 
future. 

And once more, while distinctions in rank 
iB this wld are the Lord's own appoint- 
ment, and "each one is to abide in the 
calling wherein he was called,'' is there not 
often a lack of sympathy, on the part of 
Christian employers, with the difficulties 
and trials which more or less accompany the 
position of those who serve ? If they are 
followers of the same blessed Master as our- 
selves, we are journeying to the same home, 
where we shall meet on common ground. 
There may be an abuse of kindness — ^a f or- 
getfulness of their relative positions, but 
there need not be, and the servant ought to 
be able to look upon her master and mistress 
as her friends, to whom she can go for 
sympathy, help, and counsel at all times. 

The responsibilities of those Who rule are 
very great. We need much wisdom and 
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grace to do so in all things as ''unto the 
LorA'^ Eliezer of Damascus was a faithful 
servant, but what do we read of Eliezer's 
mdster ? " For I know him, that he will 
command his children and his household 
after him." (Gen. xviiL 19.) Oh, then, let 
us see that in our families and households 
we let our light shine, and that each of us 
*'in the calling wherein we are called, 
therein abide with Ood /" 



THE END. 
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